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Application No. 

10/620,126 


Applicant(s) 

KRUCK, STEFAN 


C v -am i nor 

examiner 

Aaron M Dunwoody 


Art Unit 

3679 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a), In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 July 2003 . \ 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[x] This action is non-final. i 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E>3 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 15 July 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)[X] objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

■ 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|3 All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .[x] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) Q Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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Paper No(s)/Mail Date 10/15/03 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) LD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 9/20/2003 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because the extraneous leader lines should be 
removed, German notations should translated into English, and proper Crosshatch 
should be illustrated in cross-sectional illustrations. A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 
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The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Delete, page 1, lines 17-19, because the specification is intended to support and 
breathe life into the claims, not vice versa. 

As provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include title headings in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, 
without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. In particular, claim 1 fails to provide a transitional phrase such as 
"comprising". 
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Further, claim 1 recites, "A plug-in connector"; however, none of the dependent 
claim language or the claims further define the plug-in connector. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by German 
patent DE 19911574 A1. 

In regards to claim 1 , as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses a plug-in connector for plumbing fixtures having a plug-in 
bushing associated to the plumbing fixture, an undercut associated to the plug-in 
bushing, a line to be connected to the plumbing fixture, and a flange attached near the 
end of the line that has a perimeter having other than a circular shape and that may be 
brought into engagement with the undercut by rotating it, after the line end has been 

■ 

pushed into the plug-in bushing. 

In regards to claim 2, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the undercut being configured such that the line, along with the 
flange, may be rotated to the extent that withdrawal of the line from the plug-in bushing 
will be prevented. 
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In regards to claim 3, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
19911 574 A1 discloses the undercut being configured such that the undercut and flange 
will be wedged together when the line is rotated. 

In regards to claim 4, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the flange being configured such that the undercut and flange 
will be wedged together when the line is rotated. 

In regards to claim 5, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the undercut and flange jointly formed a bayonet connector. 

In regards to claim 6, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
19911574 A1 discloses the undercut formed on one side of the plug-in bushing only. 

In regards to claim 7, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
19911574 A1 discloses the undercut being formed around the end of the line. 

In regards to claim 8, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1 991 1 574 A1 discloses the undercut being at least partially formed ahead of the plug-in 
bushing. 

In regards to claim 9, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the plug-in bushing being formed in an adapter element, 
situated between a mixer cartridge and the housing of the plumbing fixture. 

In regards to claim 10, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
19911574 A1 discloses the undercut being formed in the housing of the plumbing 
fixture. 
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In regards to claim 1 1 , as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the undercut being formed in the adapter element. 

In regards to claim 12, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1 991 1 574 A1 discloses the ends of the undercut in the adapter element being open and 
may be closed by inserting the adapter into the housing of the plumbing fixture. 

In regards to claim 13, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1 574 A1 discloses the ends of the plug-in bushing in the adapter element being 
open and may be closed by inserting the adapter into the housing of the plumbing 
fixture. 

In regards to claim 14, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1 574 A1 discloses the flange being located at a distance from the free end of the 
line. 

In regards to claim 15, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1 574 A1 discloses an axial force acting oh the flange forces it up against the 
undercut in order to clamp the end of the line in the plug-in bushing. 

In regards to claim 16, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses an elastic element being provided in order to exert the axial 
force acting on the flange. 

In regards to claim 17, as best understood, in Figure 4, German patent DE 
1991 1574 A1 discloses the elastic element being formed in an O-ring. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure because it illustrates the inventive concept of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M Dunwoody whose telephone number is 703- 
306-3436. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P Stodola can be reached on 703-306-5771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Aaron Dunwoody 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3670 




